
   Join Classical KUSC  
host and producer Brian  
Lauritzen for a deluxe  
weekend in fabulous  
San Francisco this fall! 
We will enjoy major performances by both of San Francisco’s  

historic companies: at San Francisco Opera, classic productions  

of Bizet’s Carmen and Puccini’s Turandot, and at San Francisco 

Symphony, celebrating its 100th anniversary, Brahms’ monumental 

German Requiem, led by Michael Tilson Thomas.  

 With the harvest just over, we’ll travel up to Napa for  

food, art and of course, excellent wine. We’ll take a unique  

architectural tour of the city, and hit two of its best museums, 

including the stunning new Renzo  

Piano-designed California Academy  

of Science. Our base for three nights 

is the elegant Huntington Hotel on  

Nob Hill, named by Travel & Leisure  

as one of the Top 500 hotels in the 

world, and a perfect spot from which 

to explore the Bay Area on what is  

sure to be an unforgettable journey!

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS:
•	 Three	nights	at	the	historic	Huntington	Hotel	on	Nob	Hill

•	 	Prime	orchestra	tickets	to	two	operas,	Bizet’s	Carmen, and Puccini’s 
Turandot, and a performance of Brahms’ great German Requiem

•	 	Excursion	to	Napa	for	a	private	wine	tasting	and	tour	of	a	world-class	
art gallery at The Hess Collection

•	 	A	personal	architectural	tour	of	San	Francisco	with	an	eminent	 
architectural historian.

•	 	Fine	dining	at	top	restaurants	in	San	Francisco	and	Napa

•	 	Private	tours	of	the	Asian	Art	Museum,	one	of	the	great	collections	 
in the world; and the new California Academy of Science in Golden  
Gate Park

•	 	Daily	commentary	by	KUSC’s	Brian	Lauritzen

•	 Private	motorcoach	transportation

Brian Lauritzen is	the	producer	and	host	of	Classical	KUSC’s	 
nationwide	concert	broadcasts	of	the	Los	Angeles	Philharmonic	as	well	as	
KUSC’s	weekly	arts	magazine	Arts Alive and the early music program Baroque  
& Beyond. Additionally,	Brian	writes	and	produces	features	for	KUSC’s	more	 
than	50	concert	broadcasts	each	year	including	the	Los	Angeles	Philharmonic,	 

Los	Angeles	Opera,	Los	Angeles	Chamber	Orchestra,	
Los	Angeles	Master	Chorale,	and	Piano	Spheres.	
His work as part of these series has been broadcast 
internationally by NPR, American Public Media,  
and the WFMT Radio Network.  

 	 During	his	tenure	at	Classical	KUSC,	Brian	has	
interviewed dozens of top classical musicians and 
artists.	Among	them,	Gustavo	Dudamel,	Itzhak	 

Perlman,	Dawn	Upshaw,	Valery	Gergiev,	Placido	Domingo,	John	Adams,	and	
many others. Brian is also the host of several critically acclaimed podcasts:  
Behind the Curtain at LA Opera, the LA Chamber Orchestra podcasts, and  
Concrete Voices—real stories from the streets of Hollywood. He got his start  
in classical radio at WSMC in Chattanooga, Tennessee, where he served as  
Head	Announcer	and	Music	Director.

The	San	Francisco	tour	is	an	exclusive	presentation	of	Classical	KUSC,		and	is	organized	by	 
The Grand Tour, Peterborough, NH

November 17-20, 2011 
Limited to 25 participants 
An exclusive tour by Classical KUSC

San Francisco Deluxe
and INWSMR!

Huntington Hotel, San Francisco

San	Francisco	Opera’s	Turandot,	sets	&	costumes	by	David	Hockney.

Photo: courtesy San Francisco Opera.



THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17: 
Carmen and the Rain Forest
After morning arrival at SFO, we’ll convene for a visit to the California Academy 
of Science for lunch followed by a custom-designed private tour. This fabulous 
new facility designed by Renzo Piano is drawing record crowds as the most 
recent gem among San Francisco attractions. Bring your umbrella—part of  
our private tour is through the museum’s spectacular rain forest! Tonight,  
we attend our first performance at the old world San Francisco War Memorial 
Opera House, built in 1932, for a production of Bizet’s masterpiece, Carmen,  
designed	by	the	legendary	Jean-Pierre	Ponnelle,	starring	the	fine	American	
mezzo	Kate	Aldrich	and	as	the	toreador,	opera	and	now	Broadway	 
(South Pacific)	star	Paolo	Szot.	Dinner	is	on	your	own.

 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18: 
Wine with Turandot
Enjoy	a	full	American	breakfast	served	daily	in	the	Huntington’s	restaurant,	the	
Big	4.	Today	we	travel	to	beautiful	Napa	Valley	to	visit	The	Hess	Collection	and	
a Michelin-starred restaurant. The Hess winery is widely known for being at the 
forefront of sustainable practices having  established the “Napa Green” program 
of best practices for wine facilities. After a tour of the winery, we visit their 
world-class	art	gallery	of	works	assembled	by	Donald	Hess,	one	of	Art	News’	 
Top 200 collectors. Then a short drive to the town of Yountville for lunch at  
Redd, where master chef Richard Reddington’s acclaimed cuisine has earned a 
Michelin star and annual mention in Chronicle food critic Michael Bauer’s Top 
100. Tonight we are back at the Opera House for a brief but exclusive backstage 
tour and performance of Puccini’s final opera, Turandot, in  
a	production	designed	by	British	artist,	David	Hockney.

 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19: 
Brahms and “The City” 
This morning you will see San Francisco as you have not seen it before.  
Architectural historian Mitchell Schwarzer, author of a definitive guide to  
the region: Architecture of the San Francisco Bay Area: History and Guide, will  
take us on his own personal tour of the city as we watch how it developed  
historically	and	architecturally.	Lunch	is	on	your	own	and	your	afternoon	 
free. Tonight dinner	is	at	Jardinière,	one	of	San	Francisco’s	finest	restaurants.	 

It’s	a	short	walk	to	Davies	
Hall and a performance of 
Brahms’s great German 
Requeim, by the San Francisco 
Symphony celebrating their 
100th anniversary, and led  
by Maestro Tilson Thomas, 
known for his magisterial 
performances and his new 
PBS series, Keeping Score.  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20
From Asia with Love  
This morning we visit the Asian Art Museum across from the grand, domed  
City Hall for a private tour of highlights. The Museum’s collection is superb,  
arguably the best in the world outside Asia. The tour concludes at Noon.  
Afternoon flights take you back to the south. 

Itinerary	is	subject	to	change.	 
Meals in bold are included in the price of the tour.

TOUR COST
$2295 per person, ground only, double occupancy 
Optional group flight: $190 
Single supplement: $330 

DEPOSIT
$800 per person first come, first served  
(includes	a	tax-deductible	$300	contribution	to	KUSC)

Balance deadline is October 14, 2011.  
After that date, call for availability.

Call Minnie Prince at KUSC, 213-225-7534, mprince@kusc.org  
to reserve your place on the tour with a credit card deposit, or send  
a	check	for	the	deposit	amount	to:	KUSC	San	Franscisco	Tour,		 
PO	Box	77913,	Los	Angeles,	CA	90007.	Registration	materials	can	be	
downloaded from www.kusc.org

QUESTIONS?  
Contact	Minnie	Prince	of	KUSC	or	The	Grand	Tour	at	800-727-2995	 
or info@thegrandtour.com

Daily Itinerary

Michael Tilson Thomas and the  
San Francisco Symphony.  
Photo: Bill Swerbenski

Lombard	Street,	San	Francisco


